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When I began this article about what's happening in Pleasant Hill, I had a list of nine projects that we have finished, 
are finishing, or in the process of going forward.  It is a big list for a church with the same financial and attendance 
struggles as every other Congregation in our Area.  Let me share my list this way:  

First, we are in the process of remodeling our kitchen and fellowship hall.  The kitchen will be done - with new ap-
pliances, flooring, and paint, for our Mission Meal on July 4th.  Why is this so important?  Because we are doing at 
least three meals a week in our church, and that is just the regular weekly calendar!  We have a weekly Sunday 
Breakfast, a Disciples Men's Group on Tuesday Mornings, and a Disicples Women's Bible Study on Tuesday 
night.  That doesn't include the Scout Troop, and the fellowship meals we frequently have.  

Second, we are in the process of remodeling our Shepherding Program with our Elders and our Sunday School / 
Adult Bible Classes.  This fall we will have 4 Adult Bible Classes that will function as Shepherding Groups with 
the Elders guiding the ministry of Evangelism, Pastoral Care, and Discipleship.  

Third, we are in the process of remodeling our Mission Outlook.  Our Mission Team went to Lake Charles, LA this 
year, and they are involved with the local Christ Serve Project with our Lay Clergy Council.  We have taken on the 
calling as a Mission Minded Church.  

Fourth, we are in the process of remodeling ministry and celebrating anniversaries.  Our church came into being in 
1845.  Our current Pastor has been here 10 of those years and counting.  Three years ago our Lay Clergy Council 
opened our Thrift Store and Offices for the Food Pantry, Utility Assistance, and other ministries in our commu-
nity.  We mark these occasions with joy.  

Fifth, We are remodeling the process of worship in new ways.  On July 11th our Disciples Women will lead the two 
Worship Services as we celebrate Church World Service's Blanket Sunday.  This is just one way we utilize the peo-
ple of our congregation to share at the Welcoming Table in Worship and Service and Study and Stewardship.  

Finally, we are remodeling the process of communication in new ways.  On July 25th we are beginning two new 
classes.  One will be a Sunday School / Adult Bible Class for our Young Adults using a new style of learning and 
study.  Later that night we begin our Dave Ramsey Financial Peace University.  The idea is to open up our church 
to new people, new ideas, new hope, and new ministry and mission.  We are on facebook, the world wide web, and 
even occasionally a twitter or two.  

Yes, it is summer but PHFCC is not sleeping the summer months away.  We are in all ways Discovering the Disci-
ples.  

Blessings, Rev. D. Kent Deubner, Senior Pastor 

First Christian Church of Pleasant Hill 

The General Board of Branson Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has adopted a vision report that will shape 
its direction for the next several years and will focus the ministry of the congregation. Over the next several 
weeks there will be meetings in small groups to present the details of the report and discuss the new direc-
tion.  The congregation will celebrate its commitment to the new direction in Worship on Sunday, September 12.   

The vision statement adoted as part of the report: 

Branson Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) passionately proclaims God's love through worship, community, 
learning and service. 

Branson Christian Church  

Ministries and Events of Ozark Lakes  
Area Congregations 
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Rev Winkler to assist in Radio Installation in Congo.   
Rev. John Park Winkler, Interim at Branson Christian Church, has been asked to travel to the Disciples Commu-
nity of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) this fall to assist in the installation of the solar powered, two 
way radio system which the Disciples Amateur Radio Fellowship (DARF) is building in co-operation with the 
church there.   

"Our task, in the two weeks we will be there, is to install three of the 11 stations ready for installation and to teach 
representatives of the church there in how to set up the their stations themselves," says John Park.  "I am honored 
to be invited to assist with the process.  It is humbling to have my 51 years of Ham Radio experience recognized, 
along with my Electrical Engineering degree and the gifts of teaching that I have used for years in ministry."   

Winkler is the current President of DARF, an association of Amateur Radio operators established in the 1950's to 
help provide Radio Communications for overseas mission personnel and provide on the air fellowship among 
Amateur Radio operators related to the Christian Church, (Disciples of Christ.)   

The radio system being installed in DRC will link supervisory posts separated by hundreds of miles.  Currently, 
communication is limited, often being messages carried by canoe and several days of walking.   

Final dates for the trip have not yet been set. 

Camdenton Community Christian Church Hosts Re-Entry Event 
Community Christian Church in Camdenton hosted an inaugural event for offender reentry in Camden County on 
Tuesday, June 22.  Entitled “Community Safety Day,” the event drew service providers, law enforcement, pastors 
and interested individuals from all over the county who share a concern for the growing numbers of prisoners being 
released into communities with little or no resources to safely and successfully assimilate them back into productive 
lifestyles.  Speakers stressed the proven importance of faith community involvement in successful reentry, and 
urged churches to undergo training in mentoring and addiction recovery support.  Camdenton CCC has two lay 
members involved on the local Missouri Reentry Process committee.   

The youth of Republic First Christian Church biked 41 miles the sec-
ond weekend in June on the famous Katy Trail.  It is an annual ride 
that we do and is a lot of fun, planning and adventure.  Each year we 
pick up where we left off the previous year and stay overnight at a 
church along the way in hopes of completing the trail someday.  This 
year we started in Sedalia and biked to New Franklin, MO.  This por-
tion of the trail had the longest inclines, the most shade and the great-
est mulberry trees!  We biked over several bridges including I70 and 
the Missouri River.  This year we stayed overnight in Pilot Grove MO at St. Joseph Catholic Church and had an arti-
cle written about us in the Boonville, MO, paper.  Next year we hope to bike from New Franklin to east of Jefferson 
City. 

In 1 John 3:18 the scripture tells us, “Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in 
truth.”  The youth of Republic First Christian Church believe this scripture whole heartedly and because of that we 
are on the call list for the City of Republic’s Ordinances Department to help with situations such as cleaning up graf-
fiti, beautification or citizens requiring lawn care.  This summer we have been given a project through the city that we 
are absolutely in love with.  Helping an elderly woman with cancer who cannot maintain her yard.  The youth (6th – 
12th grades) are mowing, trimming, cleaning up, organizing, building a tool rack, installing a hose hanger, putting 
down mulch and actually moved a car from sitting on the front lawn.  We always look forward to local mission such 
as serving at the Kitchen, helping at Ronald McDonald House, working at the Humane Society, etc. because “getting 
dirty for Jesus” is what it is all about!!  Amen???  Amen!!!! 

Youth of Republic First Christian Church 
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  Greetings From OLADW:      

We have been busy, busy Disciples Women! After a well attended Enrichment    
  Conference, some of the ladies attended the Spring Retreat at the Rickman Center        

on May 21-22. Thanks to Brenda Hines, Coordinator of Regional Disciples     
  Women's Ministries, a good time was had by all and we left refreshed and spirits     

  lifted.  Thanks to all who helped!   

Brenda and I attended the Henry-Johnson County Assembly at the Clinton Christian Church on June 1st. Our 
thanks for the invitation and the opportunity to meet more Disciples Women in the area.  As reports were shared by 
various churches, we were again reminded of the work, time and gifts that our ladies share with those in the sur-
rounding communities and beyond.  Guest speaker, Karen Yount, shared information from her trip to Haiti in May, 
subsequent to the earthquake.  Karen expressed a special thanks to all for the money, kits, etc. that were collected 
for Haiti.    

Thanks to the Nixa ladies for hosting our cabinet meeting on June 7th. We had a good day of planning and fellow-
ship. Thanks to those who attended, however, we missed those who were unable to attend due to illness. Shirley 
Scott from Nixa Christian Church is our newly appointed Cluster Five Representative. Welcome Shirley!     

I was unable to attend the annual Salad Supper at Republic on June 8th.  However, I hear that it was a great success 
with lots of good reviews regarding the program. Thanks for sharing your time and talents.    

Some of the ladies from the area attend the Quadrennial in Greensboro, N.C. I understand a good time was had by 
all. We had wonderful speakers, including Rev. Dr. Sharon E. Watkins, Gen. Minister and President, Rev. Amy 
Gopp, Executive Dir. for Week of Compassion. Excellent Bible Study and the music was fantastic led by Emily 
Bowen of Brentwood Christian Church in Springfield. Lots of friendships renewed, new ones made and memories 
to last a life time. As of this writing there were 1,887 in attendance with approximately 50-55 from Mid America 
Region; way to go ladies! More information at the Fall Assembly in Springfield. We are working on an accurate 
accounting for OLA.   

The grand total given to the Human Trafficking Project from the Mid American Region is $8,722.50. The amount 
giving from the Ozark Lakes Area was $6,352.84, the Ozark Lakes Area's goal was $5,000. Good job and thanks 
for all your help in making this possible.     

I hope you all are enjoying the summer; It isgoing so fast with so much to do. Fall will be here before we know it 
and with that in mind, there are some dates to note as we move toward another season:   

Regional Disciples Women's Cabinet Meeting at the Rickman Center on July 24, 2010 at 9:00am; OLADM Fall 
Assembly, National Avenue CC in Springfield on September 27, 2010; Regional Assembly Jefferson City on Octo-
ber, 8-10, 2010; Disciples Women's Breakfast on Saturday, October 9th at 7:00am; Breakfast with your Area Min-
ister on Sunday, October 10th at 8:00am; OLADW Fall Cabinet Meeting in Greenfield, MO, on October 25th.     

God bless you and the work you do.    

Wanda Hedenberg, President 

OLADW 



HOW TO SAVE A LIFE. . .     
Keynoter Rev. Brian Kirk will lead the development of the theme at CRY Festival on the campus of Co-
lumbia College, Columbia, MO. Event highlights include, friends, fun, and God!  

Here are a few questions and answers: 

       WHO?-- 8th-12th grades 

       WHEN?-- July 12-15 

       WHAT?-- A fun and welcoming environment to 

                            become closer to God and to meet new    
    friends. 

       HOW?-- Click the links below to register on-line    
    and/or to download forms and flyer.    
    Packets will also be snail-mailed to    
    each congregation next week! 

Welcome to the Festival! 

For information, click the following links for Flyer,  
registration forms and health forms:  

         CRY Flyer

 

         CRY Registration Form

  

         CRY Health Form

  

If you wish to register by an on-line credit card pay-
ment, please click Pay on-line

  
CRY FESTI VAL 


