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We believe you share our passion for reaching out to new neighbors by planting new churches.

As we put all the other pieces of the puzzle together we find that one of the vital foundations is a
solid base of funding to help support the new church through its formative early days. That
funding will come from several different sources. We have some seed money available through
the region. There are some limited grants available. Our Pentecost Offerings help with some
needs. Members of the “core team” that form the nucleus of the church will share their offerings.

But, we still need the united support of partners across the area in sharing special financial gifts.

That’s where you come in.

1Yes, I'minterested in joining the Church Planting Partners team.

We're asking you to becomt_a a Churph I Put me on the contact list for this special gift program.
Planting Partner and commit to makinga |

spe(r:]ial financiaI”gOilft to this ministry tWri]CG I'l am enclosing my initial gift of (please circle one):

each year. We’'ll drop you a note eac 1 .
spring and fall as a reminder. :$25.00 $50.00 $100.00 $250.00 $500.00 Other:
Together we can help to plant new : I’ll be ready to continue to make gifts of (please circle one):

churches that will share the ministry of 1$25.00 $50.00 $100.00 $250.00 $500.00 Other:
Jesus Christ with neighbors we’ve not I not more than twice ayear
! .

yet met.

I
Won’t you prayerfully consider this call I Name:
and become a partner in this ministry I A ddress:

with us by returning the enroliment form. .
I Home congregation:

. 1 i
Won't you prayerfully consider? Phone: or
E-mail:

Please return this sheet with your gift marked
“Church Planting Partners’ and made payable to the Ozark
Lakes Area of the Christian Church in Mid-America,
500 South Avenue, Springfield MO 65806

For more information, including a
Question & Answer sheet visit

http://www.olaccma.org/new churches.htm



http://www.olaccma.org/new_churches.htm

Regional Listening Conferences

In December, 2008, the Regional and
Area Staffs meet in retreat with Dick
Hamm, past General Minister and
President of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). The meeting
was about the ways in which Region
and Areas join together to support the
work and ministries of local congrega-
tions. Out of that work it was decided
to have listening conferences across
the region to have the clergy and lay
of our congregations join in the con-
versation.

It was decided that several supporting
documents would be developed to

enable a conversation with a common
ground to start. If you visit the web
site below you will find three docu-
ments. First, a letter by Dr. Danny
Stewart detailing the work and struc-
ture of the Mid-American Region over
the last twenty-five plus years; an out-
line of the process which we are go-
ing to follow over the next six months;
and a first draft listing of the possible
responsibilities carried out by the Re-
gion and Areas.

From these documents we are hoping
to hear from local congregations what
it is the Region/Area ministries need

to do to support the ministries of each
congregation across the Region. We
urge you and members of your con-
gregation to come to one of three lis-
tening conferences which will be held
in our area.

Our dates are:

March 29 at Sedalia— 3:30til 5 pm,
April 18 at Republic — 10 til 11:30 am
May 16 at Marshfield —10 til 11:30 am

ListeningConferences.htnj

Complete List of Mid-America Listening Conference Dates

March 19

First Christian Church in Chillicothe and in Maryville -

7 10 8:30 p.m.
March 22

First Christian Church in Lexington and at First Christian

Church in Rock Port - 4 to 5:30 p.m.
March 26

First Christian Church at Bethany and King Hill in St. Jo-

seph -7 to 8:30 p.m.

March 29
First Christian Church in Troy - 3 p.m.

First Christian Church, Sedalia - 3:30-5:00 pm
Canton First Christian Church - 4:30-5:30 pm

April 4

April 18
April 18

April 19

First Christian Church, Republic - 10:00-11:30 a.m.

First Christian Church, Republic - 10:00-11:30 a.m.

First Christian Church in Sikeston - 3:30 p.m.

April 30

May 3

Northeast Area Office - 11:30 am -12:30 pm

Affton Christian Church in St. Louis -3:00 p.m.

May 16

(Northeast Area)

Mexico First Christian Church - 10:00-11:00 am

Marshfield Christian Church, Marshfield -10:00-11:30 am

at the conclusion of African-American Convocation at the
Rickman Conference Center -1:30-2:30 pm

Stewardship Workshop: “ Giving to God: from Principlesto Practice”

This workshop will build on the
principles from the first work-
shop that was held in the
Spring of 2008, which sought to
present “The Big Picture of
Stewardship” which laid a foun-
dation of core biblical princi-
ples.

Location & Date:
National Avenue Christian
Church, Springfield
on April 26

3:30to 6:00
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Work Shop Sessions:
Introduction: Giving to God

Session One: From ldentity to
Campaign

Session Two: From Mission to
Budget

Conclusion: Applications Back
Home

The Keynote speaker
Ed Varnum

“Ed believes that the present
economy makes it more impor-

tant than ever for the church to
teach biblical stewardship with
both clarity & conviction. It is
vital that we cast a vision
greater than any current crisis,
with guidance on how to live
out God'’s call to faithful stew-
ardship.”

There is no cost to attend, just
notify the area office how many
from your congregation will be
attending.

Ozark Lakes Area News
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Cluster 1 Rickman Workday Retreat
Friday, April 24, 2009, 6:30 p.m. Through Saturday, April 25, 2009, 4:00 p.m.

The Rickman Center
3519 Bennett Lane - Jefferson City, MO 65101

Come for a great camp experience while we come together as Christ’s
body to do mission work at Rickman Camp and Conference Center

There are two options for accommodations:

You can stay at the Retreat Center at a cost of $35 *, which includes breakfast and
lunch on Saturday. You can stay in one of the cabins at a cost of $15 *, which includes
breakfast and lunch on Saturday.

Carpeted cabins provide comfortable bunk-style sleeping, with a shared central bath-
house. Each cabin sleeps ten individuals and is equipped with heating and cooling.

(Please note: If you are staying in the cabins, you will need to bring your own
towels and linens.)

*These are special rates provided to us for this Mission event.

All registration forms and fees must be turned into the Ozark Lakes Area Office by
April 12, 2009

Disciples New Service In the Works at MSR

COSTS FOR ASSEMBLY ELDERS CONFERENCE REDUCED;

ALL ARE INVITED + A one-day class for pastor & church
treasurers, focused on good church ad-

Church elders will want to take advantage of the Elders ministration practices & financial man-

Conference pre-assembly event that takes place 8:30 a.m. to

noon on Wednesday, July 29 at the Indiana Convention Center agement.

in Indianapolis. "Tgndin_g to God's Flock" will be the theme for + A retreat for |ay persons on exploring

the conference which will feature Martha Grace Reese, author L

of "Unbinding the Gospel: Real Life Evangelism." Reese and the call to leadership in the local

Russ White, president of Christian Board of Publication, will church.

facilitate a plenary session on Spiritual Leadership that offers

elders methods for "tending” to their own internal preparation + A class on how to be a good mentor.

as leaders in their faith communities. Workshops also will be . . .
held. ¢ Four online classes this year, with a full

The price has been reduced for this year's conference from $65 schedule next year. click here for online courses.

1o $35. So don't miss out. Sign up today by going to: Missouri School of Religion

www.disciples.org/ga

. Center for Rural Ministry
The 2009 General Assembly will start at 2 p.m. on Wednesday,

July 29 at the convention center. P.O. Box 104685, Jefferson City, MO 65110
Phone: 573-635-1187

Web: Wwww.msr-crm.org



http://www.disciples.org/ga
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NEOLA

It's time to quit thinking about
snow days and start thinking about
summer. And with summer comes
thinking about church camp. The
registration forms for this
summer's NEOLA camps should be
arriving in churches throughout
both areas soon. But, if you want to
get a jump on registering, you can
download the information from the

website atiwww.olaccma.org. Let's

see how many youth from our area
we can get involved in this wonder-

ful camping program this summer!

Youth Ministry is an important

piece of who we are as

individual churches,

and as the Ozark

Lakes Area. To help

provide a wider range

of youth ministry op-

tions, we are pursuing

developing youth

events throughout the

year in each of the

clusters in our Area. To this end,
we are asking for an individual or
small group of people from each of
the clusters to volunteer to help
coordinate these events. The hope
is to not only have the cluster

2009 NEOL A Camp Ministry Dates

events regularly, but
also to have one or
two area-wide events
specifically for youth
each year. Lets join
together in providing
exciting and nurturing
opportunities for
‘ \\ youth in our
churches! If you
would like to help lead a cluster
youth event, or have any questions
about youth ministry, please con-
tact me (Alex Ruth) at the Marsh-
field Christian Church, 417-859-
3426.

Northeast & Ozark Lakes Area Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ)

2009 Events Dates Directors
Rickman Center Events
CYF Conference ;. g.13 MarthaJolly&  9-12
Zane Whorton
Junior 1 Camp June 16-20 Julie Sells 4-5
Elementary Camp June 29-July 1 JulieKing & Peggy 2.3
Clement
Junior 2 Camp July 7-11 Sharon Wooldridge 4-5
"That Camp about .
God & Sex” July 13-18 Kim Ryan 8
M*A*D Camp July 20-25 Jarrod Hendricks  6-9
Chi Rho Camp July 27-August 1 Bill Nigus 6-7
NEW* Family Chris & Lisa Conk- Ages 12-Adult
Camp*NEW ~ Scptemberd-6 i Ages5-11
Ages0-5
Canoe, Trek & Backpacking Trips
Chi Rho Current Ken & Susan
River Canoe June 7-11 McCarty 6-8
Chi Rho Smoky
Mountain Trek June 21-28 Martha Jolly 6-8
CYF ElevenPoint 5101418 Kristi Evans 9-12
River Canoe

80

80

80

80

80

80
80

16

8

16

GradeFinished Enrollment Limits 2009 Fees(1,2)

$270/290

$250/270
$150/170
$250/270
$270/290

$270/290
$270/290

$85
$65
Free

$190/210
$325/345

$190/210

(1) Discounted fees (in bold) must be received by the NEOLA Registrar by 4/30/09. The second
fee applies to registrations received after 4/30/09.

(2) Family Camp has no late fee, however early registration is requested to ensure cabin space and

adequate staffing.

Volume 1,
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March Feature Congregations:

Gateway Christian Church is a
church that is looking toward a bright
future. The membership is excited
about what is happening under the
leadership of its new minister, the
Rev. Bill Nichols.

Gateway was without a pastor from
July 2007 until October 2008, so most
of the programs that had been in
place had over time, faded away.
Beginning in January 2009, Sunday
school classes began with a nursery
class, children’s class, youth, and an
adult class. Additionally a Wednes-
day night Bible study was begun with
an emphasis on personal discipleship.
Sunday school begins at 9:00 a.m.
Worship is at 10:00 a.m. Wednesday
Bible Study is at 6:30 p.m.

Pastor Nichols has been meeting with
the church leaders on Sunday after-
noons studying leadership and princi-
ples for church growth. The church
leaders will be working on a new mis-
sion statement upon completion of the

Church, of

Christian

Disciples
Nevada.
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March 18 - 25
Mike will be attending a
conference and Jeni will be on
vacation.

During that time if you need
assistance from the Area, leave a
message on the office voice mail
(417-865-0850) and Mike will get

back with you as soon as
possible.
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church growth study, and

classrooms and stor-

are discussing plans and |,
programs for implementing |
a strategy for growth in the
Springfield/Battlefield area.

Casual is the best word to |

age rooms.

describe the worship at-—
mosphere at Gateway. They are not
a suit and tie type of congregation.
Most members, including the pastor,
find that they can worship God just as
faithfully in Dockers or jeans as they
can in a dress or a suit. There is also
a casual approach to worship, with
less formality than most traditional
churches. Their morning worship mu-
sic is a blend of contemporary praise
music and traditional hymns.

Gateway is currently in the process of
designing a new entryway and ex-
panded parking lot for the church.
After completion of the parking lot, the
planning phase will begin for addi-
tional space for the churches growing
needs. This addition will include

It is with excitement and an enor-
mous amount of enthusiasm that
we proclaim a Disciples Christian
Church is being re-established in
Nevada, Missouri. We purchased
our property from the Church of
God Holiness on July 1, 2008.
We glance to the future and see
our small church serving a greater
need in the community by provid-
ing a profound compassion that
was seen in Jesus'’ life.

Although, we are a “new church
start” we have been extremely ac-
tive. For instance, we conducted
a shoe drive joining the First
Christian Church, Mt. Vernon, for
the mission Soles 4 Souls. There
was an overwhelming response
from the community in our collec-
tion of gently worn or new shoes.
There were over 500 pairs of
shoes collected for the Soles 4

have many visitors
over the first two months of 2009. As
the excitement continues to grow, the
people are responding with a new
enthusiasm of volunteerism. Several
of their members have also stepped
up to fill some of the vacant leader-
ship positions. Pastor Nichols is ex-
cited about what God is doing through
Gateway Christian Church.
If you are in the area, stop by and say
hi! Pastor Nichols is usually in the
office Monday through Thursday. The
office phone is 417-889-9393. Pastor
Nichols* cell phone is 417-844-9400.
Gateway is located at 3600 W. Re-
public Road between Golden and FF

Highway in Springfield, Missouri,
65807.
Souls. Pastor Tim Wells was

pleased with the response from
the congregation and surrounding
community. The congregation is
already making plans for another
shoe drive next year.

The Disciples Christian Church is
located at 125 N Prewitt, Nevada..

Sunday morning begins with Dis-
covery Time at 10 am , and then
the Sunday Worship

The Area office will try to feature
at least one or two of the area
congregations in all of our future
newsletters. However, there is
more to each of these congrega-
tions than then space | was able
to offer. So please go to our web
site to read more about these con-

gregations, at'www.olaccma.org.

b e e o -
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REGISTRATION FORM
2009 WOMEN’S RETREAT

RICKMAN CENTER, JEFFERSON CITY, MO
March 27- 28, 2009

NAME HOME PHONE

ADDRESS

City State Zip

YOUR CHURCH

Name City Area

In Emergency Call

Name Telephone

Age Range (Circle) 18-29 30-44 45-59 60-74 75 and over

Describe any health problems that necessitate special needs:
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COST: (everyone is required to pay the registration fee and Retreat Center, Cabin or Commuter accommoda-
tions)

Make check payable to Christian Church of Mid-America.

Check one of the following and include fee:

____Retreat Center (includes overnight lodging in Center and 3 meals) $ 70.00

____Cabin (includes overnight lodging in a cabin and 3 meals) $ 60.00
____Commuter (includes 3 meals) $ 48.00
TOTAL ENCLOSED $

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION —MARCH 20, 2009

REFUND POLICY; Refund of the entire fee will be made when cancellation is received before the registra-
tion deadline. Refund of 50% of the fee will be made on cancellations received after the registration dead-
line. NO REFUNDS will be made after March 19.

Check One: [] MasterCard []Visa [] Check (payable to Christian Church of Mid-America)
Card # Expiration date

Signature as it appears on card

MAIL TO: Christian Church of Mid-America, PO Box 104298, Jefferson City, MO 65110-4298
Phone (573) 636-8149 Fax (573) 636-2889



OzARK LAKES AREA
DisciPLE WOMEN’ S

PRAY AND PLAY DAY

(ENRICHMENT CONFERENCE)

MONDAY, APRIL 27, 2009

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF HARRISONVILLE

400 S. INDEPENDENCE ST - HARRISONVILLE MO 64701
816-380-1050

9:30 AM TO 3 PM

REGISTRATION FEE:  $10.00 (INCLUDES LUNCH & MAGAZINE)

YOU MUST SEND PAYMENT WITH REGISTRATION-NO EXCEPTIONS

“PRAYINGIN COLOR”

Keynote Speaker

Margie Pride

Women to Women Representative to Bosnia/Croatia
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PLEASE MAIL: ENRICHMENT REGISTRATION AND FEE BY REGISTRATION DEADLINE TO:

Ozark Lakes Area
500 South Avenue Springfield, MO 65806 417-865-0850

Name

Street Address City /State/Zip

Email Address Phone Number

Congregation

(Circle)
Will you need (free) babysitting service? YES NO (If YES - bring a sack lunch for each child.)



Ozark Lakes Area
Christian Church of MieAmerica
500 South Avenue

Springfield, MO 65806

Phone: 417-865-0850 Fax: 417-865-8805
Email: olaccma@sbcglobal.net




